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The Tribal Art Society features an online 
catalogue every month listing quality works of 
Asian artthat have been thoroughly vetted by our 
select members, who are the in-house experts. 


By bringing together a group of trusted dealers 
specializing in Tribal art, our platform offers a 
unique collection of works of art that collectors 
will not find anywhere else online. To ensure 
the highest standards, gallery membership is by 
invitation only and determined by a selection 
committee. 


® /TribalArtSociety 


Cover Image: detail of a 
M’bembe drum. Presented by 
Pablo Touchaleaume on p. 56 


4 - TRIBAL ART SOCIETY 


DECEMBER 
ARTWORKS 


Pieces are published and changed each month. 
The objects are presented with a full description 
and corresponding dealer’s contact information. 
Unlike auction sites or other platforms, we empower 
collectors to interact directly with the member 
dealers for enquiries and purchases by clicking on 
the e-mail adress. 


In order to guarantee the quality of pieces 
available in the catalogues, objects are systematically 
validated by all our select mebers, who are the in- 
house experts. Collectors are therefore encouraged 
to decide and buy with complete confidence. In 
addition to this, the Tribal Art Society proposes a 
seven-day full money back return policy should the 
buyer not feel totally satisfied with a purchase. 


Feel free to ask the price if the artwork is listed with 
a price on request. 
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О1 Dance mask featuring both anthropomorphic and 


zoomorphic features. The heart-shaped human face 
is topped with two small antelope horns. A thick 

PENDE MASK beard made of vegetable fibers and a rare mesh 
costume completes the mask. 

Giphogo Mask 

Pende 

D.R. ofthe Congo 

Wood, plant fibers 

Height: 30 cm 

Provenance: 

French private collection 

Price: 3.500 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Laurent Dodier 

М.: + 33 6 08 22 68 15 

E.: laurentdodier@wanadoo.fr 
W.: www.laurentdodier.com 
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YORUBA SCEPTER 


Oshe shango Scepter 

Yoruba 

Nigeria 

Wood, trade beads 

Height: 29 cm 

Provenance: 

Old french colonial collection 
Price: 750 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Renaud Vanuxem 

M.: +33 6 07 1150 60 

E.: rvanuxem@yahoo.fr 

W.: www.renaudvanuxem.com 


DECEMBER 2023 - 11 


12 - TRIBAL АКТ SOCIETY 


YORUBA SCEPTER 


Oshe shango Scepter 

Yoruba 

Nigeria 

Wood, naills 

Height: 29 cm 

Provenance: 

Old french colonial collection 
Price: 650 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Renaud Vanuxem 

M.: +33 6 07 1150 60 

E.: rvanuxem@yahoo.fr 

W.: www.renaudvanuxem.com 
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AGNI FIGURE 


Female figure 

Agni 

Ivory Coast 

First half 20th century 

Wood and glass beads 

Height: 39,5 cm 

Publications and exhibitions: 
Scanzi, G.F. La statuaire akan. Ed. 
Tribalglobale Primary Art. Italie 2010, 
p. 62, n° 60. 

Price: 6.000 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
David Serra 

Т.: +34 (0) 667525597 

E.: galeria@davidserra.es 
W.: www.davidserra.es 
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ARCHAIC MASK 


Mask 

Nepal 

18th / 19th century 

Wood, pigment 

Height: 25 cm 

Provenance: 

Laurence Hultberg, circa 1980 
Christopher “Kit” Coyle 

Price: 12.500 USD 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Thomas Murray 

M.: +1 415.378.0716 

E.: thomas@tmurrayarts.com 
W.: www.tmurrayarts.com 


This striking mask is extremely well carved and 
displays significant age. The image seems to convey 
the impression of a bat/vampire type creature of 
the night. This is a fine example of the type of mask 
found in what was formerly known as the NE Indian 
Frontier where the borders of Bhutan and Arunachal 
Pradesh meet. 
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BAULE SCULPTURE 


Sculpture 

Baule 

Ivory Coast 

Early 20th century 
Wood 

Height: 40 cm 
Provenance: 

Private collection, Spain 
Price: 6.500 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
David Serra 

Т.: +34 (0) 667525597 

E.: galeria@davidserra.es 
W.: www.davidserra.es 
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DOGON FIGURE 


Figure 

Dogon 

Mali 

Wood 

Height: 17 cm 
Price: 1.200 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 

Pablo Touchaleaume 

Т.: + 33 (0)6 89 90 75 70 

E.: pablo.touchaleaume@hotmail.fr 
W.: www.pablotouchaleaume.com 
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Note Rare hairstyle only a few examples in the 
Ö archives. 


DOGON FIGURE 


Figure 

Dogon 

Height: 30,5 cm (38 cm on base) 
Provenance: 

Rik Elias (Elias was a scholar in 
African art from the end ofthe 
1940s. He worked with the Tervuren 
museum before he became a dealer). 
Pace Primitive 1990's 

Private collection, New York 

Price on request 


OBJECT PRESENTEDBY: 

James Stephenson 

M.: +1 646.644.7156 

E: info@stephensonafricanart.com 
W.: www.stephensonafricanart.com 
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DOGON MASK 


Gomintogo Mask 

Dogon 

Mali 

Carved wood and pigments 
Early 20th century 

Height: 41 cm 

Provenance: 

Gustavo Gili, Barcelona 

David Serra, Barcelona 

Galerie Flak 

Private collection, Paris acquired from 
the above 

Publication: 

Africubism, 2018 

TAS exclusive price: 7.500 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Julien Flak 

M.: +33 6 84 52 8136 

E.: contact@galerieflak.com 
W.: www.galerieflak.com 


This classical Dogon mask called Gomintogo 
combines refined carving and power of evocation. 


Gomintogo is a mythical antelope. Marcel Griaule 
(Mission Dakar Djibouti) stated in the 1930s that 
gomintogo was possibly the first mask carved by 
the Dogon. 


According to a myth collected by Griaule, a cervid 
once devastated a farmer's fields and ate all the crop. 
The farmer eventually captured the animal. The 
soothsayers then instructed the farmer to carve a 
mask in the image of the animal to protect his fields 
from future attacks of the animal spirit (nyama). 


This mask came from the collection of Gustau 
(Gustavo) Gili, a Spanish art publisher and close 
friend of Pablo Picasso. 


About the Picasso / Gili relationship, here is the 
link to a 2019 exhibition at the Picasso museum in 
Barcelona: 
https://museupicassobcn.cat/en/whats-on/ 
exhibition/pablo-picasso-and-publishers- 
gustavo-gili-work-and-friendship 
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IBEJI FIGURES 


Ere Ibeji twin figures. 
Workshop of Eshubiyi & his son 
Akinyode (1875-1936) 
Yoruba, Abeokuta style 
Egba, Nigeria 

Early 2oth century 

Carved wood and pigments 
Height: 24,5 cm 
Provenance: 

Private collection, France 
TAS exclusive price: 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Julien Flak 

M.: +33 6 84 52 8136 

E.: contact@galerieflak.com 
W.: www.galerieflak.com 


The statuettes linked to twin worship are called ere 
ibeji in the Yoruba language - ere signifying a sacred 
image, ibi born and eji a double. 

Symbols of prestige, wealth and fecundity, ere ibeji 
twin figures also guaranteed the perpetuation of 
future generations. These effigies were an integral 
part of everyday activities, punctuating the family 
life of the Yoruba. 
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KASENA VESSEL 


Vessel 

Kasena 

Burkina Faso 

32, ст x 30 cm x 30 ст 
Terracota 

Provenance: 

Private collection, New York 
Price: 800 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Guilhem Montagut 

T.: + 34 931 414 319 

E.: monica@galeriamontagut.com 
W.: www.galeriamontagut.com 
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KLIAU/KLEBIT 


A fine Jelutong wood Dayak Kliau 
or shield 

Dayak 

Kalimantan, Borneo, Indonesia 
First half of 19th century 

126 cm (h.) x 36 cm (w.) 
Provenance: 

Dutch private collection since the 
late 1940s 

Price on request 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Zebregs&Röell 

+31 6 207 43671 
dickie@zebregsroell.com 
www.zebregsroell.com 


Thekliau or klebit is the most popular shield amongst 
the Dayak of Kalimantan. Together with its massive 
grip, it is usually carved from a single piece of soft, 
light jelutong wood. The grip is located lengthwise 
in the shield's centre, slightly curved in width and 
lengthwise. It is usually strengthened in width with 
rattan strips to prevent the wood from splitting 
when struck by a sword. The front of the shield, 
with traces of human hair, is decorated in various 
colours, showing a stylised boar-like creature or udo 
with large eyes and teeth to frighten the opponent. 


The back is decorated with god-like dogs, aso, to 
encourage the fighter. This particular shield has 
a profound brown patina and traces of usage in 
battle. Fighting and war were an essential part of 
Dayak culture, who often, driven by the belief in 
curses, marched for war against a neighbouring 
tribe. The Dayak believed that the paintings on 
the shields frightened their opponent and harmed 
them. The hair of a fallen opponent was stuck to the 
shield to give it extra power. When the shield broke, 
as the present one, it was hung in the longhouse as 
decoration. 


We are grateful to Mr. P. van Drumpt for is assistance. 
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LUMBO SPOON 


Scarce spoon 

Lumbo 

Gabon 

Wood 

Height: 16,5 cm 

Provenance: 

Collected before 1912 by a french 
colonial official 

Price: 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Renaud Vanuxem 

M.: +33 6 07 1150 60 

E.: rvanuxem@yahoo.fr 

W.: www.renaudvanuxem.com 
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M’BEMBE DRUM 


Drum 

M’bembe 
Nigeria 

Wood 

Height: 28 cm 
Length: 34 cm 
Price on request 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 

Pablo Touchaleaume 

T.: + 33 (0)6 89 90 75 70 

E.: pablo.touchaleaume@hotmail.fr 
W.: www.pablotouchaleaume.com 
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МАКОМРЕ 
CEREMONIAL STAFF 


Staff 

Makonde 

Mozambique 

Early 20th century 

Wood 

Height: 94 cm 

Provenance: 

Private collection, Germany 
Price on request 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Guilhem Montagut 

T.: + 34 931 414 319 

E.: monica@galeriamontagut.com 
W.: www.galeriamontagut.com 
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MENTAWAI SCULPTURE 


Sculpture 

Mentawai, Sumatra, Indonesia 
Wood 

Height: 61 ст 

Price: 1.000 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 

Pablo Touchaleaume 

T.: + 33 (0)6 89 90 75 70 

E.: pablo.touchaleaume@hotmail.fr 
W.: www.pablotouchaleaume.com 
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MODEL ТОТЕМ POLE 


“Chief Shakes’ son” miniature totem 
pole 

Tlingit 

Pacific Northwest, Alaska 

Late 19th century 

Carved wood, pigments 

Height: 84,5 cm 

Provenance: 

Private collection, USA 

Price on request 


OBJECT PRESENTEDBY: 
Julien Flak 

M.: +33 6 84 52 81 36 

E.: contact@galerieflak.com 
W.: www.galerieflak.com 


This sculpture is the miniature version of a memorial 
pole, raised to honor a deceased shaman or chief. 
The depicted animals were important family crests 
associated with powerful tutelary spirits. 


This sculpture is the model of Chief shakes’ son 
crest pole. According to W. Coleman (see Totems & 
Shamans, 2008 page 203), it is based on a heraldic 
pole erected for Chief George Shakes in Old 
Wrangell, Alaska, and photographed ca. 1895. (The 
photograph is now in the Alaska State Library— 
Historical Collections #ASL-P87-0126). The figure at 
the base represents an anthropomorphized beaver, 
clutching a stick athwart its breast. 


Above this is an eagle. Above the eagle is a Raven/ 
sun figure, enfolding in its wings a small human 
figure— presumably Shakes himself. The top figure 
is another depiction of Raven, standing on a box 
of daylight, holding a bear mask (emblematic of 
the lineage founder), and wearing a hat with three 
potlatch rings (the full-scale pole has two rings). 


The Shakes lineage is an old one, whose founder took 
his name from a Tsimshian chief he had defeated 
in battle. This model crest pole is said to belong to 
belong to “Chief Shakes’ son,” and dates to the late 
19th century. This presumably alludes to Shakes VI, 
who took the name on the death of Shakes V in 1878, 
and held into until his death in 1916. 
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MOSSI SCEPTER 


Scepter 

Mossi, Bobo 

Yako region, Western Burkina Faso 
19th century 

Height: 120 cm 

Provenance: 

Thomas Wheelock: Land of the Flying 
Masks, Art and Culture in Burkina Faso.: 
The Thomas GB Wheelock Collection." 
Munich/ Berlin/ London/ New York/ 
Prestel 2007 

Christopher Roy and Thomas GB 
Wheelock “49 

Price: 2.000 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 

James Stephenson 

M.: +1 646.644.7156 

E: info@stephensonafricanart.com 
W.: www.stephensonafricanart.com 
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NAVIGATION CHART 


Navigation chart 

Marshall Islands, Micronesia 

20th century 

Wood and shells 

Length: 56 cm 

Provenance: 

Joseph E. Kennedy, Hawaii 

Bonhams Los Angeles, May 2016, lot 44 
Private collection, Paris 

TAS exclusive price: 7 500 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Julien Flak 

M.: +33 6 84 52 8136 

E.: contact@galerieflak.com 
W.: www.galerieflak.com 


"Fearless and adventurous voyagers as the 
Polynesians were in former centuries, they appear 
never to have studied ocean phenomena in their 
bearing on the science of navigation with anything 
like the painstaking and methodical skill which 
the Marshall Islanders devoted to this subject. 
Doubtless by observation their sailing experts could 
infer much from the run of the ocean swells, but 
this knowledge was comparatively elementary and 
was never detailed, tabulated, and set forth in the 
form of primitive charts. In the Marshall Islands, 
on the contrary, every chief and sea pilot possessed 
elaborate charts based upon his own experience and 
on knowledge handed down or gained from others." 
(Canoes of Oceania, Haddon & Hornell, 1975: p. 372) 
About the provenance, here is an excerpt from 
Bonhams’ catalogue where this chart was featured 
in 2016: “Joseph E. Kennedy, a longtime resident 
of the North Shore of Hawaii, was a Hawaiian 
archaeologist well-known and respected as the 
principal of Archaeological Consultants of Hawaii 
and later Archaeological Consultants of the Pacific. 
He conducted archaeological research in American 
Samoa and in Micronesia, and he participated in 
excavations in Guatemala and in Egypt.” 
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ORATOR’S MASK 


Mask 

Bali 

19th - Early 20th century 
Wood, pigment 

Height: 19 cm 
Provenance: 

Dr. J.B Lueth 

Price: 1.500 USD 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Thomas Murray 

M.: + 1 415.378.0716 

E.: thomas@tmurrayarts.com 
W.: www.tmurrayarts.com 
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SENUFO FIGURE 


Female figure 

Senufo 

Ivory Coast 

Wood and libation materials 
Height: 26 cm 

Provenance: 

Mark Eglinton #4356 

Yann Ferrandin, Paris (2016) 
Private collection, NY 

Alfred Scheinberg, NYC (sold to the 
above 1971) 

Price on request 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Mark Eglinton 

M.: +1 646-675-7150 

E.: markeglinton@icloud.com 
IG: @markeglintontribalart 
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SEPIK MASK 


Mask 

Sepik River, P.N.G. 

Late 19th century 

Hard wood, brick red pigmentation 
Height: 35 cm 

Provenance: 

Guy Loudmer sale, Paris June 25, 1992 
lot 307 

French private collection 

Price: 20.000 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Laurent Dodier 

М.: + 33 6 08 22 68 15 

E.: laurentdodier@wanadoo.fr 
W.: www.laurentdodier.com 


Oval mask depicting a man's face. It has an aquiline 
nose, curled on the upper lip, the bridge of which 
is climbed by a lizard. Under the W-shaped relief, 
the lower part of the face opens a narrow crescent- 
shaped mouth. The orbits, deeply hollowed out 
obliquely, envelop the eyes. Carved in the round, a 
bird descends from the top of the skull. 
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SOLOMON COMB 


Comb with triangular graphics 
Solomon Islands 

Wood, fiber, pitch, shell 
Height: 24 cm 

Price: 900 USD 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Thomas Murray 

M.: + 1 415.378.0716 

E.: thomas@tmurrayarts.com 
W. : www.tmurrayarts.com 
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SOLOMON COMB 


Comb with triangular graphics 
Solomon Islands 

Wood, fiber, pitch, shell 
Height: 32 cm 

Price: 900 USD 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Thomas Murray 

M.: + 1 415.378.0716 

E.: thomas@tmurrayarts.com 
W.: www.tmurrayarts.com 
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SONGYE FIGURE 


Figure 

Songye 

D.R. of Congo 

19 century 

Height: 15,5 cm 
Provenance: 

Private collection, Europe 
Price: 4.500 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 

James Stephenson 

M.: +1 646.644.7156 

E: info@stephensonafricanart.com 
W.: www.stephensonafricanart.com 
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TANGA WEAPON 


Weapon 

Tanga 

Nigeria 

Iron 

Height: 79 cm 
Provenance: 

Private collection, France 
Private collection, Spain 
Price: 500 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Guilhem Montagut 

T.: + 34 931 414 319 

E.: monica@galeriamontagut.com 
W.: www.galeriamontagut.com 
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TEKE FIGURE 


Buti Male standing figure 
Brazeville, right bank ofthe Congo 
River, Congo 

Wood 

Height: 34 cm 

Provenance: 

Mark Eglinton #4224 

Noble Endicott, NYC 

Max Willborg (1933-2001), London/ 
Stockholm, Sweden 

Marc Leo Felix, Brussels, Belgium 
AHDRC # AO-0013720-00 
Christie's, Amsterdam, 11 December 
2001. Lot 302 

Price on request 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Mark Eglinton 

M.: +1 646-675-7150 

E.: markeglinton@icloud.com 
IG: @markeglintontribalart 
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TOMA MASK 


Miniature mask 

Toma 

Liberia 

Early 2oth century 

Wood 

Height: 13,5 cm 

Provenance: 

Private collection, Nice-Monaco 
Price: 3.500 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
David Serra 

T.: +34 (0) 667525597 

E.: galeria@davidserra.es 
W.: www.davidserra.es 
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Pig charm. The handle is decorated by geometric 
pattern. At the top, a seated figure with arms folded 
with elbows on knees. 

TUN-TUN 

Figure 

Dayak 

Sarawak, Borneo 

Early 2oth century 


Hardwood with shiny black patina. 
Height: 54 cm, 10,5 cm (figure) 
Provenance: 

Yves Bonan, Paris, before 1976 
Price: 1.500 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Laurent Dodier 

M.: + 33 6 O8 22 68 15 

E.: laurentdodier@wanadoo.fr 
W.: www.laurentdodier.com 
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WE-GUERE MASK 


Mask 
We-Guere, Kru 
Ivory Coast 

19th century 
Height: 29,2 cm 
Provenance: 

J.J Klejman 
Price on request 


OBJECT PRESENTEDBY: 

James Stephenson 

M.: +1 646.644.7156 

E: info@stephensonafricanart.com 
W.: www.stephensonafricanart.com 
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WOODLANDS SPOON 


Zoomorphic spoon 
Woodlands, North America 
Wood 

Height: 34 ст 

Length: 9,5 ст 

Price:1.200 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 

Pablo Touchaleaume 

T.: + 33 (0)6 89 90 75 70 

E.: pablo.touchaleaume@hotmail.fr 
W.: www.pablotouchaleaume.com 
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ZULU KNOBKERRIE 


A very fine ‘off centre’ knobkerrie’ 
Zulu 

South Africa 

19 century 

Length: 78 cm 

Price: 550 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Adam Prout 

T.: + 44 7725 689 801 

E.: adam@adamprout.com 
W.: www.adamprout.com 
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ZULU STAFF 


Staff 

Zulu 

South Africa 

19th century 
Height: 159 cm 
Price: 1.700 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Adam Prout 

T.: + 44 7725 689 801 

E.: adam@adamprout.com 
W.: www.adamprout.com 


A long Zulu prestige staff inhelendla for a similar 
example probably by the same hand see ‘Zulu 
treasures’ page 85, W32. ISBN 0-620-20581-4. It has 
a warm patina and the umazumpa section on the 
shaft is soft and worn from years of use. This staff 
feels like it dates to the 19th century. 
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